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that remnants of its literature have been preserved in
the second class of the cuneiform inscriptions, called
sometimes Scythian, sometimes Median3 and possibly
in that large class of inscriptions now called Akkadian
or Surnerian.1

Whatever may be thought of these far-reaching
theories, no one, I believe, doubts any longer a close
relationship between Mongolic and Turkic, a wider
relationship between these two and Tungusic, and a
still wider one between these three and Finnic and
Sainojredic. Hence the Mongolic, Turkic, and Tun-
gusic languages have been comprehended under the
name of Altaic, the Finnic languages are called Xlgric
(including Hungarian), while Samoyedic forms, ac-
cording to some, a more independent nucleus. These
five groups together constitute a real family of speech,
the Ural-Altaic.

Vocalic Harmony,

There is one peculiarity common to many of the
Ural-Altaic languages which deserves a short notice,
the law of Vocalic Harmony. According to this law
the vowels of every word must be changed and modu-
lated so as to harmonise with the key-note struck by
its chief vowel. This law pervades the Tungusic,
Mongolic, Turkic, Samoyedic, and Finnic classes, and
even in dialects where it is disappearing, it has often
left traces of its former existence behind. The same

1 The affinity of Akkadian and Sumcriun with tho Finno-Ugric
languages has been disproved by Dormer. Their afihiity with the
Altaic languages is maintained by Houunul, 'Die Sumoro-Akkadon, oin
altniaclies Volic/ in Corretpondess-lilatt derdeutecken Gcs,filrAnthro-
pologie, xv. Jahrg. No. 8, 1884, p. 63.